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Supplement 5: Sony, Seiko Alliance Notes
What is Seiko Epson usually known (famous) for?

What is Sony usually known (famous) for? What are its two most famous products?
start talks = 

LCD = 

small and mid-sized LCDs (for mobile phones and digital cameras) = 

Are LCDs for mobile phones and digital cameras expensive (costs a lot more) or inexpensive (cheap, costs a lot less) displays?

eventual =

sale = 

assets = 

sign = 

struggling = 

amid = 

slack = 

consumer demand = 

strong yen = 

According to the article, what two factors are responsible for the struggle of Japan’s electronics industry these days?


1.


2. 

What does a strong yen mean for Japanese export manufacturers?
What does a weak yen mean for Japanese export manufacturers?

joint statement = 
tie-up in operations = 

definitive agreement = 
news conference = 
What did Minoru Usui, the president of Seiko Epson, admit (confess to) during a news conference?

takeover = 

silicon = 

TFT = 

product lineup =

high-end products = 

What is one reason for Sony’s strategic alliance with Seiko Epson (i.e., what is one reason for Sony’s takeover of Seiko’s production of TFT material)?

the move =

restructuring =
hard-hit = 
break-even point = 

fiscal year = 

When does Seiko’s fiscal year begin and end?

What is the profit picture (profit forecast, projection) of Seiko Epson for the current fiscal year?

consolidation = 
What are the components of the two-part restructuring move by Seiko Epson?


1. 

2. 

How do we know that Sony itself is also in the middle of a major restructuring effort?
Who is the chief executive of Sony?
“strengthen his hand” = 
“pushing through changes” = 

key (major market) = 
“squeezing global demand for consumer electronics” = 

impact = 

What has made the effect (impact) of the recession worse (more difficult) for the Japanese economy?  

compounded = 

the strong Japanese currency = 

flattened exports = 

annualized growth = 

annualized 12.1% in the 2008 fourth quarter = 

